
 

Connect with the City 
 

Facebook Pages: 

 City of Berkley – 

Government & 

Community Services 

 Berkley Public Library 

 Berkley Parks & 

Recreation 

 Berkley CruiseFest 

 Behind the Badge 
 

Twitter : @cityofberkley 
 

Berkley Online 

 www.berkleymich.org 

 www.berkleymich.org/cal

endar.shtm 

 
Upcoming City Council 

Meetings 
 

 *May 8 – Budget Work 

Session 

 *May 9 – Budget Work 

Session 

 *May 10 – Budget Work 

Session (If Needed) 

 May 15 

 

*Budget Work Sessions are not 

recorded or televised live. 

Formal Meeting Notice to follow. 
 

Upcoming Planning 

Commission Meetings 
 

 May 23 

 

Upcoming Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) Meetings 
 

 May 8 – NO MEETING 

 

City Council Meetings begin at 7 

PM. Planning Commission 

meetings and ZBA Meetings 

begin at 7:30 PM. City Council, 

Planning Commission and ZBA 

meetings are held at the Berkley 

City Hall. 
 

You can watch the meetings live 

on the city's website or on 

cable. (WOW-ch.10, Xfinity-

Message From the Mayor 

 

April showers have set the stage 

for abundant May flowers. 

Springtime’s greening of the 

environment awakens the 

beauty of our city. Residents 

have begun the manicuring of 

lawns, planting seeds, and 

shaking off the veil of winter. 

Our Public Works staff has tuned 

up their lawn mowers to keep our public 

places welcoming. The combined efforts of 

conscientious residents, beautification 

volunteers, and city staff make Berkley 

particularly beautiful this time of year. 

 

At City Hall, the 2017-18 fiscal year budget is 

being assembled for Council to carefully 

review, line by line. This is a thorough annual 

process that helps align our dollars with our 

values. The bulk of the budget is set by 

obligations already undertaken: the 

employees must be paid, buildings must be 

maintained, police cars must be provided, 

etc. 

 

Thoughtful debate arises at the margins 

where choices exist: how much roadwork can 

be done this year, do we need to add an 

employee here or there, should we defer 

some needed maintenance until next year in 

favor of some more immediate need, and so 

on. The budget meetings occur on May 8 - 9, 

and 10 if necessary. The final budget 

approval is scheduled for the May 15th 

Council meeting. 

 

The City of Berkley was recently awarded the 

esteemed Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting from the 

Government Finance Officers Association of 

the United States and Canada. This is the 

highest accolade possible and is a tribute to 

the staff of our finance department and the 

overall management of the taxpayer’s money 

in Berkley. 

 

May is Berkley History Month, where we 

celebrate our city’s journey from marsh and 

farmland to a vibrant and thriving 

community. Thanks are in order for our 

Library 

The Library 

will be closed 

on Saturday, May 27 and 

Monday, May 29 in 

observance of Memorial 

Day. The Library will 

reopen on Tuesday, May 
30 at 10AM. 

Friends of the Library 

Book Sale 

Sale takes place at the 

Berkley Ice Arena during 

Berkley Days 

May 19 (Friday) from 5 – 

9PM 

May 20 (Saturday) from 

8AM – 9PM 

May 21 (Sunday -- Bag 

Day) from 8AM – 4PM 
  

Adults  

Movie Screening: La La 

Land 

Wednesday, May 4 at 2PM 

and 6PM (two screenings) 

We will be showing the 

film La La Land, a nominee 

for the Academy Award for 

Best Picture. Mia, an 

aspiring actress, serves 

lattes to movie stars in 

between auditions and 

Sebastian, a jazz musician, 

scrapes by playing cocktail 

party gigs in dingy bars, 

but as success mounts 

they are faced with 

decisions that begin to fray 

the fragile fabric of their 

love affair, and the dreams 

they worked so hard to 

maintain in each other 

threaten to rip them apart. 

This film is rated PG-13. 

We'll provide the popcorn! 

No registration needed. 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
http://www.berkleymich.org/


ch.17).  
 

A taped version of the Council 

and Planning meetings are 

available on the City's YouTube 

channel 3-4 days after the 

meeting. 
 

*ZBA meetings are not 

televised or recorded* 

 

Hours of Operation 
 

City Hall offices are open M-F 

from 8:30 AM to 5 PM; closed 

from 1-2 PM 

The Department of Public Works 

office is open M-F from 7:30 AM 
to 3:30 PM 

City offices, including the 

Library, will be closed 

on Monday, May 29th in 

observance of Memorial Day. In 

addition, the Library will also be 
closed on Saturday, May 27. 

All City Offices and the Library 

will reopen on Tuesday, May 30. 

Berkley Historical 

Museum 

Limited quantities of posters 

featuring the 12 mile 

streetscape, circa 1958, are now 

for sale at the Berkley Historical 

Museum. For just $10, 

historians can take home an 18 

x 24 glossy print for their 

personal 

enjoyme

nt.  

Several 

historic 

storefront

s can be 

seen in the poster, including 

Cunningham Drug Store, 

Kresge, Hintz Hardware, Nellie 

Davis Drugs, the Berkley Beer 

Store, a Plymouth dealership 

and more! This poster is the 

perfect keepsake honoring 

Berkley's history. Pick one up at 

the museum, Berkley Public 

Library or City Hall during 

Historical Committee volunteers who carefully 

curate our historic documents, photos, and 

artifacts. Residents are encouraged to visit 

our museum to learn about our history and 

add their voices and stories to the collective 

memory. 

 

Mother’s Day is celebrated on Sunday May 

14th and reminds us of how much we all owe 

to our mothers. Though some of our mothers 

may have passed away their influence 

remains as their enduring legacy in our lives. 

I wish all mothers in our city a beautiful day 

with your family. In our busy world, we 

sometimes forget to tell you how critical your 

role is to human development. Mother’s Day 

provides the reminder to show our love and 

appreciation for all you have done. 

 

Berkley Days begin on the week of May 15th. 

Denise Brainard and her committee worked 

tirelessly to ensure an enjoyable slate of 

events for the entire family: a fun run, craft 

shows, carnival rides, softball game, 

horseshoes and much more. One of the 

highlights of the week is “The Taste of 

Berkley” on Thursday May 18th from 6 -9pm. 

This event always attracts a full house. We 

are thankful to all the volunteers who make 

Berkley Days a signature event in our city. 

 

Memorial Day occurs on May 29th and bids 

us to remember the men and women who 

gave their lives for our freedom. Historically, 

it was called Decoration Day following the 

practice of decorating the graves of soldiers 

who died in war. Prior to Congressional 

action, Decoration Day was celebrated on 

different days by Union and Confederate 

regions of the country. Congress merged the 

separate celebrations and selected the last 

Monday of May for this national holiday. 

Thus, we honor their sacrifice as one nation 

and remember: “If ye break faith with us who 

died, we shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

in Flanders Field.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Hamilton and 

Democracy in 

Revolutionary America 

Tuesday, May 9 at 6:30PM 

Marc W. Kruman, Director 

of the Center for the Study 

of Citizenship and 

Professor of History at 

Wayne State University, 

will consider how the 

American Revolution 

opened up opportunities 

for men like Alexander 

Hamilton but also how his 

rise in status and power 

reflected resistance to the 

democracy that made his 

rise possible in the first 

place. In that sense, 

Hamilton embodied the 

often contradictory 

impulses of the American 

Revolution. To register, 

visit http://goo.gl/2oHwbP 
or call 248-658-3440. 

Author Talk: Sarah 

Shoemaker 

Monday, May 15 at 

6:30PM 

Join us for a Q&A with 

Michigan author Sarah 

Shoemaker! We will be 

discussing her newest 

book, Mr. Rochester. Mr. 

Rochester is the untold 

backstory of Edward 

Fairfax Rochester from 

Jane Eyre. This event is 

co-sponsored by Book 

Beat and the Berkley 

Public Library. Books will 

be for sale at this event. 

To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

An Art and Architectural 

Tour of Detroit Public 

Library’s Main Library 

Tuesday, May 16 at 

6:30PM 

Join authors Patrice Rafail 

Merritt and Barbara Madgy 

Cohn on a visual tour of 

the treasures housed 

within the Detroit Public 



regular business hours. 

To reserve your poster, contact 

Jeff Tong at 248-398-2382 or 
jtong43@gmail.com 

One last note: this picture will 

appear in the June issue of Hour 

Detroit Magazine! 

The Berkley Historical Museum 

is located in Berkley's old Fire 

Hall at 3338 Cooldige Hwy. The 

Museum is open on Wednesdays 

from 10 AM - 1 PM and on 

Sundays from 2 PM - 4 PM. 

City Manager's Office  

 

Proposed Development at 

Former La Salette School 

Property 

 

Berkley’s Planning Commission 

discussed a proposal to 

develop an apartment and 

townhouse complex on the La 

Salette School property. The developer, 

Berkley Coolidge LLC., began seeking input 

on the proposal at a special work session with 

the Planning Commission a few weeks ago.  

 

Most recently, Bennett Terebello, from 

Berkley Coolidge LLC., presented a proposal 

at a pre-application conference held with the 

Planning Commission on April 25. 

The pre-application conference is the 

beginning of a multi-step process. 

Commission members must decide if the 

proposed planned unit development (PUD), 

has a recognizable benefit for the 

community. The developer must demonstrate 

that the PUD provides protection of the 

integrity of the surrounding neighborhood 

and at least three of seven defined design 

elements could not be attained through a 

project designed under conventional zoning.  

 

At the end of the discussion, at the April 25 

meeting, the commission voted 5 to 3, to 

allow the developer to proceed with the 

application for a PUD. They also indicated 

that the site plan should be adjusted to 

address commission member’s concerns.  

 

If the developer proceeds, city staff will 

review the application and, according to the 

city ordinance, a public hearing will be held. 

After the public hearing, the Planning 

Commission can recommend approval, with 

conditions if necessary; postpone the case 

and recommend plan changes or recommend 

denial with specific reasons. If the plan is 

approved, the commission submits its 

recommendation for City Council 

consideration and approval.  

 

Based on the outcome of the April 25th 

meeting, no further action will be taken by 

the city until the developer submits a PUD 

application. To see the full press release with 

more details on the April 25th meeting, visit 

the city’s website, www.berkleymich.org. 

 

 

Library’s Main Library and 

learn about the artists and 

civic minded individuals 

who worked to complete 

this beautiful edifice. Its 

completion occurred at 

time when Detroit was 

growing city and the 

neoclassical design was 

prevalent in public building 

throughout the country. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Everyone’s 

Reading 

2017 

Once in A Great City: A 

Detroit Story by David 

Maraniss is the featured 

book for the 2017 

Everyone’s Reading 

program. The book 

presents a snapshot of the 

people, politics and culture 

of Detroit at the height of 

its prosperity in the early 

1960s. It also foreshadows 

some of the events of the 

summer of 1967. Get 

tickets at the library to 

hear Mr. Maraniss speak in 

Birmingham on Monday, 

May 22 at 7PM or in 

Southfield on Tuesday, 

May 23 at 7PM 

Veterans Town Hall 

Tuesday, May 23 at 

6:30PM 

This gathering is for 

Veterans to inform them of 

benefits from the State 

and Federal levels. 

Representatives from The 

American Legion 

Department of Michigan, 

Oakland County Veteran 

Affairs office and the 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs will be on hand to 

answer questions. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 



Backyard Chicken Permits 

 

At their April 17, 2017 meeting, the City 

Council instructed administration to develop a 

pilot project to allow only 5 backyard chicken  

permits to be issued on a first come, first 

serve basis.  The pilot would take place for 

12 months with two inspections to ensure 

cleanliness and code compliance.   

 

Regulations required for keeping backyard 

chickens include: 

 

1) Permit holders are limited to three hen 

(female) for personal use only and not for 

business or commercial use. Slaughtering of 

any chickens on the property is prohibited. 

 

2) Chickens shall be maintained in a fully 

enclosed structure at all times and must 

meet all requirements of the Berkley Zoning 

Ordinance Chapter 138, Article III, Division 1. 

An approved Accessory Structure Permit 

must be on file with the Building and Code 

Enforcement Department. 

 

3) The chicken “coop” and pen shall be 

designed to provide safe and healthy living 

conditions for chickens while minimizing 

adverse impacts on other residents and the 

neighborhood. 

 

4) All feed and other items associated with 

the keeping of chickens shall be secured and 

protected in sealed, metal containers (so as 

not to attract rats or other vermin). 

 

5) Chickens shall not be kept in any location 

other than the backyard of the property. 

 

Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 

in Financial Reporting 

 

The City of Berkley was awarded the 

Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting from the Government 

Finance Officers Association of the United 

States and Canada (GFOA) for its 

comprehensive annual financial report 

(CAFR).  This certificate is the highest form of 

recognition in the area of governmental 

accounting and financial reporting. The 

Financial Reporting Achievement Award is 

given to the individuals or department, 

responsible for preparing the award winning 

CAFR while demonstrating a constructive 

“spirit of full disclosure.”  

 

 

Civics 101 with Alex 

Zamalin 

Thursday, May 25 at 

6:30PM 

Would you like to know 

more about the ins and 

outs of our government? 

Are you wondering what 

kind of checks and 

balances our system of 

government has in place? 

Dr. Alex Zamalin, Assistant 

Professor of Political 

Science at University of 

Detroit Mercy, will be here 

to give a lecture on these 

topics as well as answer 

any questions you may 

have about our 

government. To register, 

visit http://goo.gl/2oHwbP 
or call 248-658-3440. 

Origami Club at 

Berkley Library 

Monday, May 1 

from 5:30 - 

7:30PM 

If you're interested in 

origami or are a seasoned 

folder, join us to learn and 

explore with like-minded 

individuals. 

Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, May 9 at 

12:30PM 

Little Women by Louisa 
May Alcott 

Berkley Reading 

Society  

Thursday, May 18 at 

6:30PM 

Fun Home by Alison 
Bechdel 

Youth 
 

Kidding Around with 

Goats  

Saturday, May 13 at 11AM 

Amy McIntire from City 

Girls Farm will bring her 

goats to the library and 

share some cool goat facts 

with us. And of course  



City of Berkley Website Launch 

 

The city unveiled its new website on Monday, 

April 3, 2017. The fresh new design provides 

easy navigation and improved functionality 

for residents and visitors alike.  Be sure to  

visit the site and checkout the new design 

available at www.berkleymich.org.  

 

Remember to sign up for our enews system 

to receive alerts related to water and 

construction, and all the up-to-date 

happenings in the city. Please note: If you 

previously were signed up for email alerts 

and wish to continue, you must re-enter your 

email at the bottom of any page on our site 

and follow the instructions.  If you previously 

received our monthly newsletter, you will 

continue to receive them via email. If you are 

interested in signing up for the newsletter,  

visit 

https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MI

OEBERKLEY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIOEB

ERKLEY_1A. 

 

We are always open to feedback! You can 

report concerns, ask questions or send kudos 

to a city department by visiting the “contact 

us” tab.  

 

City of Berkley Mobile App  

 

The new City of Berkley mobile app is now 

available on a tablet or mobile device near 

you!  The redesigned app offers residents the 

opportunity to keep up with city events and 

happenings as well as connect with city 

officials through the Public Service Request 

Center.  

 

By simply filling out a form in the Public 

Service Request Center, residents can report 

non-emergency concerns related to street 

maintenance, trash collection and property 

maintenance right from their phone or tablet. 

 

To download and explore the new app, simply 

search “City of Berkley” in the Google Play or 

Apple Store. 

 

Construction Work Hours 

 

With the warmer weather also comes bustling 

construction. As a reminder, hours for 

construction are 7:00 am to 6:00 pm Monday 

through Saturday and 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

on Sunday.  Report violators to the Building 

Department/Code Enforcement (248-658-

3320) during normal business hours (Mon.- 

there will be plenty of time 

to pet the goats! We'll be 

outside, on the north side 

of the library. In case of 

rain, we will move into the 

meeting room. 

Registration is not 

required, but if you would 

like to receive a text or 

email reminder you can 

register and select that 

option by visiting  

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP. 
 

Library Hours: 

 Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 

8 PM 

 Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 

 Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

 Sun: Closed 
For more information, call 
248-658-3440, 
visit:  http://www.berkley.lib.
mi.us/index.shtml or find us 
on Facebook. 

 

 

Parks & 

Recreation 
 

Special Events 

 

Pitch, Hit & Run  

Saturday, May 6th, 

10AM-12PM – 

Merchants Park  

Must sign waiver AND 

bring copy of Birth 

Certificate. Pre-register by 

Friday, May 5th at Berkley 

Parks & Recreation. Ages 

7-14 (as of July 17, 2017). 

 

Tale on the Trail at 

Jaycee Park 

Thursday, May 11th  

Cost: FREE Time: 6PM 

 

Taste of Berkley – 

Community Center 

Thursday, May 18th, 6-

9PM  

Tickets: $25 – Ages 21 & 

over only 

For more information, visit 

www.tasteofberkley.com 

 



Fri. 8:30 am – 5:00 pm) and after business 

hours and the weekends by calling the 

Department of Public Safety (248-658-3380) 

 

 

Public Works 
 

Monday, May 29 is a holiday for the city's 

refuse and recycling contractor. As a result, 

pickup that week will be delayed by one day. 

(Tuesday moved to Wednesday and Friday 

moved to Saturday) 
 

Free, bagged yard waste pickup ends on May 

12.  From May 16 through September 29, 

residents will need 

to purchase yard waste 

stickers at $2 each.  These 

stickers can be purchased 

at the DPW, City Hall or 

Library.  Each sticker is 

good for one bag or can-one time use only 

and 50 lbs. limit each.   Leaves and grass 

may not be raked into the street until 

October 1. 
 

Brush pickup is on-going with the route 

started on Tuesdays and typically finished on 

Wednesdays.  In order to safely feed the 

chipper, tree limbs must be 1"-4" in diameter 

and at least 4' long with cut ends facing one 

direction.  Smaller branches shall be placed 

in yard waste bags. 
 

Compost is available to 

residents. The stockpile is 

located just outside the DPW 

yard on Beverly between 

Bacon and Phillips.  
 

90 gallon trash toters (cans) can be 

purchased from the DPW for $60 each. These 

are wheeled cans with attached lids that are 

dumped mechanically by city refuse hauler. 

 

SOCRRA will be making the transition from 

dual-stream recycling to mixed recycling 

starting in the summer of 2017.  This exciting 

change will make recycling easier for 

residents while increasing recycling 

rates.  Sample recycling toters will be 

available for viewing at several City facilities 

starting in May with distribution to residents 

later this summer (July-September 2017). 

 

Any questions on the above, please call the 

Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490.  

 

We encourage all residents to sign up for 

Berkley email updates. In addition to  

Berkley Days – May 18-

21, 2017 

Berkley Days is a 

celebration of one of the 

greatest little cities in 

metro Detroit. Originally, a 

commemoration of the 

completion of Coolidge, 

Berkley Days is now a 

tradition that signals the 

end of the school year and 

the start of summer. 

Always held the weekend 

after Mother's Day, the fun 

includes a carnival, a craft 

show and much, much 

more. There is something 

for everyone this weekend, 

whether you are young or 

young at heart. Visit 

www.berkleydays.com for 

more information. 

 

Senior Programs 
 

Edsel & Eleanor Ford 

Estate Trip  

Tuesday, May 23rd, 

9:45AM-3:30PM 

Cost: $42 – RSVP by May 

15th 

The Edsel & Eleanor Ford 

House experience is an 

authentic witness to the 

past that inspires, 

educates and engages 

visitors through 

exploration of its unique 

connections to art, design, 

history and the 

environment, while 

celebrating family 

traditions and community 

relationships. The price 

includes: Luncheon & Tour 

at Edsel & Eleanor Ford 

house and transportation. 

Upon arrival at Edsel & 

Eleanor Ford House, The 

guided house tour portion 

of your visit will last 

approximately 50 minutes. 

After touring the house, 

you will be free to explore 

the grounds and outer 

buildings, including the 

Powerhouse, Playhouse, 

Pool House (open  



receiving the monthly City newsletter, 

residents will be sent alerts related to water 

main breaks, road construction and snow  

removal. Homeowners can sign up online by 

visiting the city’s website. 

 

 

 

seasonally), South Cottage 

Exhibit and Garage 

Exhibit, at your own 

pace. Accessibility: As a 

historic structure, Edsel & 

Eleanor Ford House has 

some limitations for those 

with special needs. A 

limited number of 

wheelchairs are available 

on a first-come, first-

served basis. The second 

floor, attic and basement 

of the home are not 

accessible by wheelchairs, 

but picture scrapbooks are 

available to guests unable 

to visit those areas. 

Walkers are also not 

allowed on the second 

floor or basement, for the 

safety of our guests. 

 

Greektown Casino Trip 

Wednesday, May 31st, 

10AM-4PM 

Cost: $14 ($20 playback 

rewards) You must be 21 

years of age or older. 

 

Adult Programs 

 

Marine/Boater 

Safety 

Monday & 

Wednesday, 

May 15th/16th, 

6-9:30PM – 

Community 

Center 

Cost: $15 resident $20 

non-resident 

 

Youth Programs 

 

2017 Summer Day Camp 

Registration 

Registration for camp is 

open and all paperwork 

can be picked up at the 

Community Center. 

Registrations will be taken 

Monday, 8:30AM – 7PM or 

Tuesday- Friday, 8:30AM – 

5PM ONLY. Call Berkley 

Parks & Rec for more info 

248-658-3470 



Parent’s Night Out 

Friday, May 12th, 6-9PM – 

Community Center 

Cost: $15 resident $20 

non-resident 

Jump-A-Rama will be here 

with a bouncer, craft, 

pizza, a movie and an 

obstacle course! Register 

early to avoid the late fee. 

 

Safety Classes for May 

Self Defense for Children 

(Ages 6-11) – Mayy 22nd, 

5-6PM 

Cost: $15 resident $20 

non-resident 

Call Berkley Parks & Rec 

for more information and 

to register: 248-658-3470. 

 

Ice Arena 

 

Teen Center 

Mon-Fri 3:15PM-6PM  

FREE and open to students 

who live in Berkley and 

attend the Berkley School 

District. 

*Parent Permission 

required. Forms available 

in Parks & Recreation 

Office 

 

For information on any 

of the events listed 

above, please call the 

Berkley Parks & 

Recreation Department 

at (248) 658-3470. 
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